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A few facts about China

Fourth largest land:area
In. the waorld

Population:> 1.3 billion
94% live\in.eastern third

GDP has (grown tenfold
In the last*30 years
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A world leader in mineral production
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The scale of production

* More than 80% of the world’s production of
antimony, graphite, rare earths and tungsten

* More than 50% of the world’s production of
magnesite, mercury, fluorspar and barytes

* More than 30% of the world’s production of
coal, bismuth, iron & steel, lead, mica, talc
and tin
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Million Tonnes

million tonnes
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Trends in production data 1998-2007
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Historical trends

BGS has data back to early 20" century
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Trends In trade statistics
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Bauxite

Imports have increased by
> 15,000%

Exports have reduced from
approx 84,000 tpa to zero

Coal

Imports have increased by
> 300%

China is still a net exporter of
coal — but only just!
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Iron Ore

Imports have increased by
nearly 600%

Salt

In 2004 China changed from
being a net exporter to a net
importer of salt
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Million tonnes

Historical trends In trade

BGS also has historical trade data — for example: coal

120

100 -

80

60

40

0\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘V_V_V_Vi\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
5 0 D A A ADAY> A QO WD OO D DDA OO DD DY LD L
N O Y VSV S DT D o o o o 007 0 0700 AN R DD OO OO
SNSRI S SRS S S S S R I R R N ST - S S

— Imports — Exports

© NERC All rights reserved



How reliable i1s the data?

* Previously, Govt ministries controlled state-owned
companies

data reliable but confidential

®* Recently state controls have loosened, more
private companies and industry associations are
now involved:

more data available but less reliable

“... since China reform many government ministries
and offices were cancelled. Now no government office
controls the industrial minerals industry ...”
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How reliable i1s the data?

®* Production statistics may be collected from large
producers only

* Small companies outside of controls

* Metal statistics are more reliable than industrial
minerals data

“... major metal producers dominate production of

metals in China and it is not very difficult for
administrations or associations to collect data from
them ...”

“... there are many small producers of industrial
minerals in China, the association could not collect
information from all producers ...”
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How reliable i1s the data?

® BGS receives industrial minerals data from a
contact in China — but it is important to know who

your friends are!

“ ... actually, there are three levels of cost available in
China, the lowest one for a close friend, the normal one
for Chinese and the much higher one for foreigner ...”
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Conclusion

®* China’s growth in GDP has been around 10% per year
for several years and this is reflected in their mineral
production and trade

®* China is the world’s largest producer of approximately
half the commodities we monitor

* Data collection is difficult, but the BGS continues to make
every effort to ensure our data is of the highest possible
guality
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Minerals

Centre for sustainable mineral development

For further information on the work

conducted by the BGS minerals team, or
Chins & Soach Fesc Asia for free downloads, please visit our

Mineral Production

website:

www.mineralsUK.com

200 1-2005

Thank you
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